
Spreading the Word October 2021 

Rockfish Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 278, Nellysford, VA 22958 

Office:  434-361-1221  Office Email: rockfishpcus@gmail.com  
Interim Pastor: Jewell-Ann Parton 

Cell:  434 987-1255; Interim Pastor E:mail: jewellannp@aol.com 
www.rockfishpresbyterian.org 

Office Hours 9-1 Tuesday through Thursday 
Worship Service on Sunday Mornings in the Sanctuary at 10:00 

Sunday, October 3, is World Wide Communion Sunday 
 

Spend this week in prayer for our world and nation as we, as one people, come before 
the table of the Prince of Peace.  
  
Communion will be served with individual elements provided. 

Update from the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) 

 

For the past several weeks, the PNC has been focused on carefully reviewing PIFs (Pastor Infor-
mation Forms) of potential candidates.  It is a time-consuming but crucial process, including re-
questing and reviewing past sermons and other significant materials which help reveal candidates’ 
talents and skills.  We expect this process to continue for some time as we identify those candi-
dates with whom we wish to communicate directly and initiate contact. As we go forward, we ask 
for your ongoing prayers that we may continue to be guided by the Holy Spirit in this important 
task. 

 

Respectfully submitted,     

Susan Luscomb, PNC Chair  

Stewardship Campaign 2021 
 
As Jewell-Ann wrote recently in “Thoughts from the Barn,” our church 
is entering the season of stewardship.  Our church committee chair-
people are preparing their requests for the 2022 church budget.  We 
will be sharing this input with you in the annual stewardship letter that 
will be sent out next month.  Pledges will be due on November 14th 
and we are planning to have a Brunswick Stew social to celebrate on 
that date.  We anticipate the need for increased giving to support our 
church programs and a new permanent pastor.  We ask that you 
prayerfully consider your pledge for 2022 and thank you for your faith-
fulness in supporting our church.    

http://WWW.ROCKFISHPRESBYTERIAN.ORG
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STW NEWSLETTER :  The deadline for submitting articles electronically for the November newsletter 
     is Thursday, October 21.  
Jamie Heard    Email:  rockfishpcus@gmail.com  Phone:  (434) 361-1221   
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
Stewardship Message from Jewell-Ann 

 
Dear ones:  
  
In my sermon recently, I spoke of one way in which Jesus used 
language: hyperbole.  Hyperbole is exaggerated speech, as in she 
wears her heart on her sleeve.  That’s not literally true, of course, 
but we all know what that phrase means.  Jesus also uses simile 
and metaphor; simile uses like or as to make the comparison, and 
metaphor is an implied comparison.  When Jesus describes the 
Kingdom of Heaven he describes it as yeast, a treasure, a pearl, a 
net cast into the sea.  I don’t think Jesus ever referred to the King-
dom as an okra plant, but I’m going to build on Christ’s style and 
compare the faith community to an okra plant. 
 
I’ve been watching my four okra plants this summer and have mar-
veled at the transitions they have gone through.  Dave and I have 
usually done well with okra as they seemed to be deer resistant.  
We have raised garden beds, unfenced, so we tend to be at the 
mercy of the animals of the Kingdom.  This year, however, the 
struggling plants were eaten back early in the growing season by 
the deer.  Oh, well, we sighed.  Maybe next year.  Then, the plants 
came back, strong and healthy and bearing much fruit. 
 
If you have ever grown okra, you know that it is a sneaky plant in 
respect to its fruit.  Because it grows from a “flower” the vegetable 
emerges close to the plant stem and often remains hidden by its 
leaves.  On one day I can find no vegetables and the next day the 
okra has grown too large and tough to be eaten.  I have worked the 
okra harvesting into my morning routine, so that when I take care of 
the geese, I check the okra.  Each morning it’s a decision whether I 
pick the smaller vegetables or give them a day or two more to ma-
ture.  I’ve also started examining the plant from several angles so 
that I don’t miss any.  Did I mention the black snake?  At least one 
lives in the timbers of the garden beds, so I have to be on my guard 
that I don’t accidentally invade its territory. 
 
So how do I apply the okra simile to the faith community?   When a 
pastor leaves a parish to take another call or to retire, it can be a 
very vulnerable time in the church.  Add to that a pandemic and the 
uncertainty of what the future will bring and there can be a pruning 
of the congregation.  It is cut back.  We can see at church on re-
cent Sunday mornings that our attendance is down.  There are 
some who are watching the YouTube service, but our numbers are 
not pre-pandemic.  Maybe they will never be.   
 
(continued on page 3.) 
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 Stewardship Message from Jewell-Ann (Cont’d) 
 

Remember I only had four okra plants, and the harvest has been abundant.  That can also be true 
of us.  We grow and flower and produce, sometimes in a way that isn’t obvious at first.  The snake 
hiding in our midst may be our worry about the future, our doubt about the harvest, and our re-
sistant to change.  I have said many times that the loyalty of a faith community should be to the 
body of Christ, not to a minister, a program, or one ministry within the church.  It is to the body.   
 
In my Thoughts from the Barn, I wrote about giving and tithing in the church and included a chart 
which illustrates the levels of giving at Rockfish. You will see, I think, that there is an issue.  To my 
mind, the point is not to put pressure on the new pastor to bring in new members who will contrib-
ute to the budget, but to ask current members to show their support of the body of Christ at Rock-
fish by prayerfully considering their giving.  The old joke in the church is that there is plenty of 
money in the congregation; the problem is that it is still in your pocket. 
 
Which brings me finally to the role of the interim in the life cycle of the church.  My role is to identi-
fy patterns and issues in the church and to address them before the next pastor arrives.  Rockfish 
has been tremendously generous in its gifts to specific projects, including paying off the new addi-
tion in three years.  Well done.  However, a new pastor is not a project.  She or he will require 
your continued support and giving into the future.  Maintaining the building and paying staff is also 
of concern.  As are the mission projects in the church, and so on.  The Pastor Nominating Com-
mittee also needs the assurance that Rockfish can attract the pastor that will serve her best. 
 
Dave and I have eaten much okra out of our garden, and Dave has pickled three jars so far.  More 
to come.  Let’s not miss the abundance in our midst. 
 
In Christ, 
Jewell-Ann 
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Youth News 
 
The youth continue to fill the Children's Food Pantry food bags.  Each month a family pod fills 
around 100 bags with snacks for the children of Nelson County.  For September, Sophie and Dana 
Ogilvie filled the bags. 
 
The youth also continue to sell cards created from refugee children's artwork.  All proceeds from 
cards sales go to International Neighbors in Charlottesville to help support local refugees.  Cards will 
be set up in the Fellowship Hall with a donation box ($10 donation for 6 cards) or if you would like a 
delivery to your door, call or email Dana Ogilvie (434-981-2612 or aftonogilvie@yahoo.com).   

Mission News 
 
The Mission Committee is working on next year's budget, preparing for the Thanksgiving Basket 
outreach, and trying to find a way to help a new mission outreach.  The new mission is called All 
Blessings Flow. It provides medical equipment to disabled clients by delivering them second-hand 
used medical appliances.  They store donated equipment--anything from walking canes to hospital 
beds--and deliver the needed equipment to patients that are recommended to them by community 
aid groups.  They are in need of a storage space in Nelson County.  Any available space about the 
size of a car garage would greatly help them service the needs of this county. Please contact Bob 
Alpers, rcalpers@gmail.com, if you have or know of a possible storage space. 
 
Also, at a recent JABA board meeting, the director spoke of the opportunities available for volun-
teers to work in Nelson County with home-bound elderly clients in various areas ranging from de-
livery services to simple visitations.  If anyone is interested in this outreach, please con-
tact  MKeane@jabacares.org and she can put you in touch with the appropriate department. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Bob Alpers, Mission's Chair 

mailto:aftonogilvie@yahoo.com
mailto:rcalpers@gmail.com
mailto:MKeane@jabacares.org
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 9/16/21 
 
Moderator Rev. Jewell-Ann Parton called the Session Meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. Elder Phyllis 
Savides presented the Opening Prayer and Devotions. Joys and Concerns were shared. Prayers 
were asked for Sam and Kelley Alexander, Katy Jo and Al Gale, Abby Carr. 
 
Clerk's Report:  
• Approved Amended Minutes of the Stated Meeting 8/17/21. 
• Approved Minutes of the Congregational Meeting 8/22/21. 
• Ratify email vote (8/27/21) regarding suspension of communion in September. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT: Rev. Jewell-Ann Parton reported her “Being a Presbyterian” class is going 
well and it’s not too late to join.  She officiated a graveside service for Cheryl Borgman’s mother on 
9/5/21 with a reception in the Pavilion and has done some visitation/calling of folks. Session ap-
proved a memorial service for Nancy King-Robinson on 11/6/21 with Rev. David Taylor helping to 
officiate. Elder Phyllis Savides will become the new Stewardship chair; Elder Kate Humphrey Cham-
bers will chair Worship; Elder Mac Lumpkin will chair Christian Education, and Elder Bill Iverson will 
join Mission. 
 
Stewardship/Finance: Elder Lee Goodrich presented the Stewardship Report, which highlighted in-
come below budget but a surplus of income over expenses of about $30,000 allowing RPC to cover 
more than 4 months of operating expenses. He emphasized that we need a successful stewardship 
campaign to be able to provide any new pastor with appropriate compensation. 
Old Business: 
Elder Kate Humphrey Chambers reported that the adjacent property for sale has an asking price of 
$350,000, has no plumbing, and is zoned for agricultural use. Session voted to not pursue it.  
 
Ministry Team Reports/Motions:  
Elder Phyllis Savides (Worship Ministry Team) presented the following motions:  
 1. the choir can sing when wearing masks. Session tabled this until more information can be 
obtained from Kathleen who had looked into 3 types of masks and from choir members’ willingness 
to sing in masks. Elder Kate Humphrey Chambers will have a discussion with Kathleen, asking her 
to emphasize instrumental music, and put a few questions to the congregation in the form of a sur-
vey to determine next steps.  
 2. communion suspended for October. Session denied this.  
 3. communion packets ordered and provided for October. Session approved this. 
 4. Rev. Jewell-Ann Parton will be on vacation 10/25-31/21 and 
      12/26-31/21. Session approved this.  
 
Elder Bob Alpers (Mission Ministry Team) reported that the Mission Committee has received a 
presentation from a new outreach called All Blessings Flow, which collects used medical equipment, 
stores it, and finds second homes for the equipment for deprived and disabled clients through con-
tacts with community help organizations. They are trying to expand their services in Nelson County.  
Elder Bill Iverson has offered his garage to store the items.   
Celebration and Gratitude:  
 We give thanks for:  
 1. traveling for 5 weeks in a large camper surrounded by big trucks on highways and having 
no problems (Leslie Buchanan). 
 2. RAIN (Jewell-Ann Parton). 
 3. vacations, traveling to Wisconsin for two weeks (Ken Engebretson).  
  
Next Stated Session Meeting: Tuesday, 10/19/21 at 7 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.  
Opening Prayer: Elder Bob Alpers. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Fulton, Clerk   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

3 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
PEACEMAKING OFFERING 
Five Cents a Meal Offering 

4 
7:00 p.m. Zoom  
Being Presbyterian 
7:00 p.m. Mission Meet-
ing 

5 
 

6 
10:00 a.m. Knitting 
and Nurture  
 

7 
Noon—Men’s Group 
Lunch 
6:00 p.m. Worship Meet-
ing  
 
 

8 9 
 

10 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

11 
4:00 p.m. Stewardship 
Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Zoom  
Being Presbyterian 

12 
 

13  
10:00 a.m. Knitting 
and Nurture  
 

14 
Noon—Men’s Group 
Lunch 
 

15 
 

16 

17 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 

18 
7:00 p.m. Zoom  
Being Presbyterian 

19 
7:00 p.m. Session 
Meeting  

20 
10:00 a.m. Knitting 
and Nurture 
 

 

21 
Noon—Men’s Group 
Lunch 

Spreading The Word  
Articles Due 

22 
 
 

  

23 
 

24 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
Emergency Relief Offering  

31 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

25 
 
 

26 27 
10:00 a.m. Knitting 
and Nurture 

28 
Noon—Men’s Group 
Lunch 

29 
Pantry Bag 
Packing 

30 
9:00 a.m. 
Distribution 
at Food 
Pantry 

October 2021 


